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April

By: Xzayvier Thomas

April is the first of four 
months to have a length of 
30 days, and the second of 
five months to have a length 
of less than 31 days.April is 
named after the greek 
goddess Aphrodite.On the 
Roman calendar it is spelled 
Aprilis which means “to 
open.” This fits because April 
is the month when all the  
buds and trees start to 
blossom.The birthstone for 
april is the diamond. April 
seventh is International 
pillow fight day . On April 
22nd it is Earth day.
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Editorial

By:Fabiola Sarmiento

Have you ever enjoyed standardized testing?  Do standardized test impact you in 
any way?  Well, in my opinion, I feel that standardized tests are a bad idea because the 
tests impact students and teachers in not a good way.

The primary reason why I’m against standardized tests can be found in graph 8 of 
the article titled Standardized Tests: Good or Bad? written by Bryan May.  The author 
states “ Cultural factors, unfamiliarity with testing methods, test anxiety, and illness can 
wreak havoc with how well a student performs. For that reason, it’s important to dig 
deeper when looking at a student’s test scores. Does a low score indicate a lack of 
knowledge about the subject or a problem with taking the standardized test? For example, 
an excellent writer could struggle with picking out the right answer in a multiple choice 
grammar and punctuation test. Yet that same student could excel at composing 
well-thought out, logical essays about the literature they read and enjoyed in class.”  The 
score that a student receives, may not expound what the student actually knows.

In addition, a second reason why i'm against is because standardized tests 
pressure the teachers to attempt to teach their students the test.  According to graph 7 of 
the article, the author says “ Educators frequently start “teaching to the test” if they feel 
that their evaluations (and jobs) solely depend on how well students perform. Educators 
may also stop trying new techniques and teaching methods in the classroom. With every 
minute counting on the way to their students’ next exam, teachers will worry that an 
untested method will backfire and their students will score worse than before. This comes 
at the cost of inquiry, engagement, creativity and risk taking in student learning.”  those 
tests results in not only students to stress out, but also the teachers.

Others may argue that standardized tests are good for students.  In graph 3 of the 
article, the reporter declares “When students are assessed through standardized testing, 
we gain a valuable metric we can use to check the quality of our curriculum. With exams 
created and given by an independent organization, standardized test scores are useful 
because they come from a neutral source and give us data that we can compare to other 
independent schools across the United States and with other international schools across 
the globe.”
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Nevertheless, in spite of the opposing view, i am still against standardized testing.  
According to graph 6, the writer cites “A big disadvantage of standardized testing is that it’s 
easy to interpret a student’s score as the sole judgement of that student’s ability. There are 
many cases where students have demonstrated clear understanding within a subject or 
concept through various assessments, but aren’t as skilled at taking multiple choice tests. 
Nevertheless, it can be hard on a student if they feel that they didn’t perform as well as 
they’d like. In worst case scenarios, instead of determining the entire picture of learning 
through a review of all assessment data with their teachers, a student might determine their 
success based on a standardized test score that is taken once a year.” Those types of tests 
give students misleading information on how much they truly know,thus, resulting in lower 
self esteem.

In closing, I still believe standardized tests are not good for students or teachers.  
Sometimes, standardized tests do not show how much a student truly understands.  Those 
tests also stress teachers into trying to teach students what will be on the tests.  
Standardized testing also lowers a student’s self esteem when they don't hit their goal when 
they see their results. I wonder what the world would be like if there weren't any 
standardized tests.
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Scary Story Page 1

What do you think when you see this picture? Maybe it’s just a man walking home, or 
someone who is getting chased. Use your imagination while I show what I think is happening 
in this scenery. My creepy story.
    On a nice sunny weekend, a young teenager and his parents were on vacation to the 
father’s cabin in the woods. They were a family of three happy with a horrific past that they 
were trying to forget. The father, Charlie, had recently got out of prison from 5 years that he’ll 
never forget. The mother, Clara, was the youngest of six siblings who had past away in order 
mysteriously. Clara always feared for her life. And finally Chris, the son, was always bullied 
from his father and always looked out for his mother.  The family was having a great time. The 
made s’mores, they told stories, and they made jokes. Overall, they were having fun.
    “Well, it's time to sleep,” Charlie said.
    “Ok dad,” Chris responded. 
    Chris walked to his tent when he heard a sound.What was that? he thought. He ignored it 
and continued walking to his tent. Then he saw a shadow that wasn’t clear. He squinted.The 
shadow disappeared and Chris slept scared and freaked out. The next morning Chris went 
outside his tent and saw that there was breakfast. But he didn’t see his parents.

“Mom? Dad?” Chris said looking around. He went to their tent and he couldn’t find his 
parents. He ran out into the woods yelling. 

“Mom! Dad! Where are you?” Chris screamed with tears.
Then he confronts the person in all black clothes with a black ski mask. He was holding 

an ax. He panicked. His heart was beating out of his chest as he ran away back to the cabin 
where the tents were left outside. As he was running he slightly turned his head back and he 
was gone. Still, Chris ran as if his life depended on it. He got to the cabin and shut the door. 
His parents were there. He ran and hugged them.
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Scary Story Page 2
“Mom, Dad,” Chris said with tears. “I was looking all over for you.”

“We were right here,” his dad said.
“There is a man out there with an ax,” Chris cried.
“What?” Charlie and Clara said at the same time.
  “We have to leave,”  Charlie said.
“I don’t understand,” Clara said.
“It’s okay I’ll explain on the road,” Charlie responded.
They packed and ran to the car. Charlie started the car and headed for 

the exit when the man in all black with the ax appeared. 
“That’s him!” Chris screamed.
“Get out!” Charlie yelled.
The man stayed there. Charlie warned him three times but he didn’t 

move. Charlie ran the man over. 
“Call the police, I don’t care if I go to jail,” Charlie said as he drove as 

fast as he could.
“We are never coming back here,” Clara said. 
The man in black stood up.

     The End
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History of Easter

By: Jasly Lopez Pascual and Ms. Vargas

       
Sunday, April 21 is the day of Easter. That one day the 

Easter bunny comes and hides Easter Eggs for all those little kids. 
Well that is all that is fake parents do that or somebody so younger 
kids think that he is real so they don’t begin to cry and will never stop 
and you will ruin their life FoReVer. Oop but Easter is an amazing 
holiday. You can eat chocolates bunnies chocolate eggs and many 
more candies. (Yum yum yum I want to eat some now) 

Easter originally gegan as a Christian Holiday to celebrate the 
resurrection of Jesus.  While it is still essentially a Christian Holiday 
in that respect, many people see it as a symbol of the arrival of 
springtime and warmer weather.  

Regardless of one’s religion there are many things that anyone 
can enjoy about Easter.  Delicious lam dinners, colorful flowers and 
eggs, delicious candies, and sweet chicks and bunnies- Easter has 
appeal for many as a sweet reminder of the bounty of spring.
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By: Brandon Ramos

In today’s 
world, almost everyone 
has an electronic device 
that connect the user to 
the internet. This can 
include anything from a 
smartphone, a console, 
or even a computer. 
However, there is a dark 
side to the internet. 
Everyone from a child to 
an adult can find sites or 
links that can lead to 
inappropriate content for 
some viewers.

I’m not going into 
much detail into what 
kinds of inappropriate 
content can be found on 
the internet because of 
school. All I’ll say is that 

inappropriate content 
can range from cursing, 
violence, that other non 
appropriate thing which I 
can’t say, and there is 
more.

Now, it is almost 
impossible to stop 
young people to see any 
form of inappropriate 
content. The most 
common place to find 
inappropriate content is 
online. It could also 
appear in movies, 
songs, books, etc. 
Sometime a child's 
friend or family could 
show them inappropriate 
things. It seems like 
there is no escape from 
inappropriate content. 
It’s like a burden.

Even if there 
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seems like there is 
no escape from 
inappropriate content 
online, there are 
some ways to 
prevent children to 
see most of this bad 
content. One way is 
to not click 
suspicious links. If a 
link appears and it 
looks weird, it is best 
not to click it. 
Another way is to go 
to age appropriate 
sites. Sometimes 
people go to sites 
that are a little 
inappropriate. 
However, sometimes 
advertisements or 
links can appear that 
can lead to more 
inappropriate sites. 
This mostly goes to 
parents, however, if 

you have a younger 
relative you live with, 
you can monitor what 
they do online. You 
can check what they 
watch, look at, play, 
or read online. If 
there is something 
that seems a little off, 
you can talk to your 
child o relative to 
avoid watching or 
looking at certain 
things to avoid 
looking at more 
inappropriate things.

Although there 
is almost no way to 
avoid inappropriate 
content online, there 
are ways to try to 
avoid them. If you 
are careful, you can 
keep away from 
inappropriate 
content.
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The Sugar Glider
The Sugar glider is a pet that needs constant attention. They would 

also need a lot of care but if you would like to have one, you have to check 
if they are Illegal or not. They are Illegal in Alaska and California, 
Pennsylvania and Massachusetts require a special permit to own Sugar 
gliders. Sugar gliders live for about 10 years so you have to be ready to care 
for something for about a decade. There cage has to be cleaned out weekly 
and be placed somewhere quiet during the day so they can sleep. Sugar 
gliders have very specific diets and you can only feed them apples, 
bananas, grapes, kiwi fruit, oranges, pears, melons, pawpaws, papayas, and 
most important of all mealworms. THEY SHOULD NOT EAT MORE THAN 5 
TREATS!

If you want to bond with your Sugar glider you can buy a bonding 
pouch and they'll sleep there, they will get used to your scent but make sure 
to not bounce around a lot. There is still more to learn along the way so 
make sure you do your research correctly and make sure it’s all true.

Wanting An Exotic Pet? 
By: Geraldine Marquez Duarte
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Riverdale is a televison show that airs on Wednesday 
nights at 8pm on the CW. Riverdale is a drama series that 
is based of the original Archie comics, which includes 
characters like KJ Apa as Archie Andrews and Camila 
Mendes as Veronica Lodge, Riverdale includes violence 
such as shooting and murder and shows true friendship 
between the four main characters

So what does everyone think about Riverdale? I 
asked my classmates  who have very different opinions.. 
Abram Wilson says that its a very good show. Students 
like Javel Carter really loves the show and its drama. For 
more Riverdale come to the MLK Times or text Corey if 
you want your story to be told.

Riverdale
By Cory Norwood
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Professional and College Sports

By: Najee Morgan

 Duke lost to 
Michigan 68-67. Zion 
Williamson and RJ Barrett 
left there heart on the 
court combining for 45 
points and 20 rebounds. 
Michigan’s Cassius 
Winston scored  20 points 
and 10 assists.

The Milwaukee 
Bucks beat the 
Philadelphia 76ers 128 to 
122. Giannis 
Antetokounmpo scored 
45 and grabbed 13 
rebounds and Khris 
Middleton scored 22 
points. Also, JJ Redick 
from the 76ers scored 22 
points.

The Golden State Warriors 
beat the Lakers 108 to 90. 
Demarcus’ Cousins got a 
double double with 21 points 
and 10 rebounds. Lebron 
once again didn’t play know 
that the Lakers are not 
making the playoffs. The 
Warriors, Nuggets, Rockets, 
Trail Blazers, Jazz, Clippers, 
Thunder, Spurs, Bucks, 
Raptors, 76ers, Celtics, and 
the Pacers have all clinched 
a playoff spot.

Gonzaga lost to Texas 
tech 75-69. Jarrett Culver 
score 19 points and was a 
huge help for them. Rui 
Hachimura scored 22 points 
and 6 rebounds. Brandon 
Clarke scored 18 points and 
12 rebounds.
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Apex Legends

Apex Legends finally came out with their Battle Pass the 
Battle Pass has an assortment of gun wraps, apex coins, character 
skins, and apex packs. Also, Finally a new character has came out, 
and his name is Octavio Silva, also known as Octane.

Octane

Octane is a half robot, half human junkie. His home world is 
Psamantha. Octane has a very effective passive ability called swift 
mend. This ability allows him to heal slowly after time. His tactical 
ability is stim. This ability allows him to run faster, but it also takes a 
portion of his health. His ultimate ability is launchpad. This ability 
can be placed down and it launches players forwards.
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Pewdiepie vs T-Series.
By: Kyle Weedon, JR

On March 31, A Youtuber made history surpassing 
Pewdiepie in the subscribers. T-Series was above 
Pewdiepie by 150,000 subs (subscribers). It looked like 
Pewdiepie would never get his reign back on Youtube. He 
promised that if he was surpassed by T-Series, he would 
upload a special video.  

Pewdiepie dropped a song named “Congratulations.” 
The video was about complimenting T- Series for passing 
him. On Pewdiepie verse, he exposes T-series for selling 
pirated Bollywood songs. After the song blew up, 
Pewdiepie started to gain mass subscribers and he was the 
first Youtuber to 100 million subscribers. 

T-Series complained that Pewdiepie was using bots so 
Youtube took away almost 10 million subscribers but 
Pewdiepie wasn't finished. He was still gaining subscribers. 
Now, Pewdiepie is on top by 400 thousand subscribes.  
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In the month of April, it is National Autism Awareness Month. The 
point of national Autism Awareness month is to raise up money to help 
people that have autism. Autism is a spectrum disorder.  There is no 
cause of Autism.  Research says that autism is caused by  a mixture of 
genetic and nongenetic, or environmental effect. That environmental effect 
starts to increase the risk of a child developing Autism. 

The symbol of the puzzle piece was made by Gerald Gasson. He 
chose that name instead of calling them people with developmental 
disabilities. Gerald Gasson is a parent and a part of the National Autistic 
Society. In the article The Autism Puzzle Piece: A Symbol That’s Going To 
Stay Or Go?, it claims that “the board believed that autistic people suffered 
from a ‘puzzling’ condition.”

What is Autism Awareness Month?
By Betsy Lopez
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For this month’s poll, Elis and myself asked students what their 
favorite Easter candy was.  We separated it from chocolates to 
actuals hard candy.  Zamiya Thomas said her favorite candy was 
Smarties. Although it is not a Easter candy, she said she wanted us to 
put it in there. A student by the name of Cha Taylor said his favorite 
candy was Skittles. Here is the rest of the results for everyone else’s 
candy choices

              Easter Candy Poll
By Jaylah Gomez
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  In this article we will show the poll results for the students 
who will buy water bottles from Mrs. Durando.  Mrs. Durando 
is the 7th grade science teacher.   She wants to eliminate the 
use of water bottles.  They’re polluting the ocean and affecting 
the creatures.  Now that China is no longer accepting our 
water bottles, we are stuck with the waste.  The animals in the 
sea are eating the small caps.  Plastic takes over 1,000 years 
to completely break down.  

The price for the reusable water bottles, that will hopefully 
cut back the amount of plastic we use, is $4 each.  They will 
have a school logo stating, “Blue Bishops Go Green!”

The question is :  Would you buy a water bottle to help 
save the earth?  

       Water Bottle Poll
        By: Jaylah Gomez and Elis Pennix
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Q: Tell me more about yourself.
A: “My name is Danna. I play the violin.. I love 
food. Shane dawson!! QUEEN!!”

Q:When and how did you first start watching 
his videos?
A:About a year ago. I saw one of my cousins 
watching his videos and I thought he was 
funny and I started to watch his videos as well.

Q:What drawed you more towards liking and 
developing an interest in shane and his 
videos?
A: “His Humor”

Q:Can you describe the most enjoyable video 
that you have already watched and why you 
feel that way about it?
A: “The video of when he went to the Queen 
Mary’s ship with his iconic crew.”

Q:Give me an example of one of his greatest 
and more favored videos by the public.
What do you know about Shane Dawson? 
A: “His videos with his “iconic crew” 

Q:Do you think you know anything about 
Shane that some other people such as 
newcomers to his channel don’t know 
about,however, you do?
A: “He was struggling with depression and fat 
shaming himself. And he loves his mom. 
Definitely. His mom is iconic too.”

Q:Name some of his songs he has written.
A: “Superluv!!! I always sing that. It’s a 
cringe song but its Shane Dawson.”

Q:What do you think are Shane’s best 
qualities?
A: “Humor, his sweetness, and 
generousness.”

Q:What are things in common that you have 
with Shane?
A: “I’m funny.. I guess.. I’m not sure 
because I don’t know really pay attention to 
that.”

Q:How do you feel about Shane proposing 
marriage to his boyfriend officially now 
fiance, Ryland Adams?
A: “I was quaking and shook also crying for 
1 hour.. Don’t ask.”

Q:Is there anything you would like to add?
A: “I don't want to be cheesy.”

Shane Dawson Interview
By Ashley Jean-Jacques featuring Danna 

Zuniga
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Keeping Up With Kain

By: Kain Serrano

Hey! I’m Kain 
and I’m 13. I’m just  
casual and normal like 
everyone

 el-NOT! You 
may say I’m an outcast 
compared to other 
students. I just think of 
myself as special. Plus, 
why would I want to be 
like everyone else?

 I have a decent 
amount of friends and 
I’m fine with that.

 Well let’s get 
started! Conferences 
are coming up and I’m 
a little frightened, but 
not really. I like school, 
not love. School is 
doing decent for me on 
my behalf, but 
everything recently has 
been a little bland.

Actually, I 
like no drama 
and to be 
negativity free. 

Has anybody noticed 
that people use Asbury Park 
as an insult? 

’ve been doing good 
and it does not bother me 
that people talk about me. I 
feel like it is your job not to 
care what people think of 
you and if you do, you’re 
just giving in and handing 
them power over you. I 
learned that last year that 
nobodies’ comments affect 
me and you got to get use to 
it because that is life. 

I’ve been through lots 
and lots of things I don’t 
express or show because 
that would just bring me 
down. 

 I thank my friends a 
lot for always being there for 
me.  They always support 
me and never look down on 
me. 

You can follow me on 
instagram; @kain_xox or 
add me on Snapchat; 
@kain.hewo for more. Wait, 
I broke my phone. ;(

I’m Kain and I’m signing off. BYEEEEE!
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